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Descriptive 
Overview 

One of the roles of art in society is to record and commemorate. Your assignment 
will be to reproduce a historic vessel form (container with interior space), and use 
the surface to illustrate and express an opinion on a recent news story. You may 
also add to the form of the vessel with sculptural elements if you choose to. Use 
the technique of sgraffito to draw your story onto the surface of the vessel. Your 
news story may address a serious issue, such as climate change, or celebrate a 
more trivial person or event. 
  
The teacher should will have a variety of historical forms that the students can 
choose from. Keep in mind that you’re making a 3-Dimensional object, and that 
you can use this to your advantage in how you tell the story. 

Arts Learning 
Community 

High School – College 

Time Required for 
Lessons 

10 - 20 minutes: Introduction of project with examples 
 
5 - 10 minutes: Demonstrating of using underglazes and sgraffito 
 
2 - 3 weeks, depending on class period length: Time spent building project 

Learning Goals for 
Arts Learners 

• To gain an awareness of historic and contemporary vessel forms from around 
the world through lecture/slide presentation 

• To develop handbuilding skills in observing and replicating an existing form. 
• To combine 2-D and 3-D design elements in thinking about form and surface 
• To use 3-Dimensional space to effectively communicate information and 

express an informed opinion 

Resources & 
Equipment 
Required 

Clay, slips or underglazes, soft brushes, pointed sticks or ball point pens for 
sgraffito. 
 
Contemporary vessel makers to introduce: Grayson Perry, Kurt Weiser, Matt Metz, 
Donna Flanery, Beth Lo, Roberto Lugo, Justin Rothshank, Kathy King, Kevin Snipes. 
 
Historic ceramics: Minoan, Greek/Roman pottery, Mimbres and other painted 
vessels of the American Southwest. 
 
There is plenty of other contemporary and historical art that uses narrative out 
there to expand the lesson if desired.  

Lesson Tasks & 
Activities Towards 
Outcomes 

1. Introduction of project through slide presentation and demonstration of 
techniques. 

2. Students should prepare sketches which show adequate research of news 
articles for planning their designs. 

3. Vessels should measure 10” and can be made using any combination of pinch, 
coil, and slab techniques. 



 
 

Evaluation Methods 
for Assessment of 
Learning Goals 

Technical: Did you make a vessel that replicates a historic form? Is it at least 10”? 
Did you use pinch, coil, and slab techniques? Are your seams and building methods 
hidden? 
 
Aesthetic: How well were you able to control the shape of your vessel? Is the 
placement of the surface design well considered? Does it work from all directions? 
Does your use of color add to the overall effect? 
 
Concept: Did you do sufficient research in finding a news story and choosing 
aspects of it to illustrate? Does your illustration express an opinion or viewpoint on 
this story? 
 
Critique: Are you able to present your project and discuss the ideas with the class? 

Lesson Alignment 
to State/National 
Education 
Standards 

State Standard 3: Demonstrate understanding of the personal, social, cultural and 
historical contexts that influence the arts areas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


